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© winter of
3, 1967, the wor rid woke up to.

GOVT MEDICAL COLLEGES ARE 600D TRAININ

Aveteran talks about ‘doors opening to
places where gods tread majestically’

How did you get into the medical
proiesslan? Your. speclahsation?
Tam the only scnof itnmi-
grant parents from Quelﬁ.a
Pakistan. [ was born in

* Ludhiana in 1953, My decz—
sion 10 become a physician

m-igmatsd froman incident
that had happened in the
967. On December

mard b ngtranspiant—
ed the human heart,
To my young: mind it was
as if a door had opened to a
place where gods tread

majestically. This was a life I n

thought T woulld love to live,
shaping the.course of the

‘Seiences and

t’he Government Medical

lives of my fellow men, heal-

. ingsiek hearts, a life worth

the living:

-fHaw did you get into madtcal col-
lege? Were preparations tough?

In oyt times the premier
examination was the.

‘objective common entrance

test for entry into the All -

India Institute of Medical
Mahatma =
Gandhi Institute of Med!t.al
Seiences, Wardha. Thad =

- qualified in this and joined

Wardha in 1969, However, [
soon learnt that Lhad qualzh

- fied in my home state exami-

 as well and shifted to

Collaga, Patiala - since it

i ﬁRﬂllNDS

e

As a medlcal student
learning new things ahout
the human body was like

walking info the proverbial &

MNaddin's cave

Dr. 1S Virdi, St. Consultant & Chiel -
Cardiothoracie & Vascular Surgery, Max
Healtheara.

was clgﬂen ham@

Ibelieve that no
competitive examination is
ever a breeze and I aseribie

‘my good performance in

theseexaminations to the.
hard yards I had  put in, i
the twoyears prior to the
exams.

_ Were you prepared for the rigours ‘
of medical college?

Madxcal schoo’! Was aneye

opener in the sense that the

subjeet matter is way differ-

ent from what T had beert
exposed to;to date and the
course at best canbe

deseribed as vast and intimi- -

dating. However, a few
months into the curriculum
my sense of wonder and

.ctmos:ty overcame the fear

o Ihadml mllM,felt.Evel'Yh‘ '
‘seemed filled with magical
possibilities and learning

{raining for MBBS and MS?

_Itramed for eardiacsﬁrgery

e gsabout:thahuman: __Ed
hudymaslike walkinginto,. digart :
the proverbial Aladdin's ~ as the fivst British Heart
eave. All this was fempered  Foundation fellow in the.
with the realisation that world and I went to the
* fhere was hosubject T could  United Kingdom to hone
ignore beeause my | veal test  my skills, acquiring my.
would not-he a written Fellowship of the Royal
exam, it the patient. College of Surgeons from
‘Edinburghand FRCS-
_;HowtouuhmittuduMS? L CTVS fr e infercolle-
at on fo do my masters [ then travelled
= m surgery from Medical to ralin'and obtained
_ College, Pauaa. Those days  FRACS from the Rayal
are a blur inmy memory, I~ Australasian College of
‘was always in the wards, Surgeons. 1 believe that all
sesing patients, operating government medical ¢ol-
day and night, and ok the leges are good fraining
endless ¢ acac}e:me forums!  grounds for MBBS; and MS,
At the end of three yearsT  The best training centres
knew [ was ready for the  for superspeciality tr aining.
next step - learning to oper-  in cardiae surgery are
ate on the human heart. ATIMS and SCT
-  Trivandrum.
The institutes that provide the best :
Intesviswed by Ayosha Banet|aa



