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Industrialisation takes its toll: Residents of Sahraul in
Gurgaon have been receiving yeliow-coloured chrome-
contaminated groundwater for almost two years now,

Hazardous chrome in
Gurgaon groundwater

Sanjeev K. Ahuja
Gurgaon. Jung 18

TWO YEARS ago, Nikita
Yaday, then 18, suffered from
jaundice. Noctors said it was
caused by polluted water

The family lives in Sahraul
village, just a kilometre from
Gurgaon's posh DNLF-Phase 2
lecality, whers the groundwa-
ter haz heen contaminated
with chrome sinee 2007.

Residenis claim Munjal

Shewa, a factory that produces
shock absorbers for antomo-
hile ecompanies, has Dbeen
pumping untreated effluents
back into the ground, a claim
the company denied.
Complaints to the Haryvana
Stale Pollulion Comirol Board
(HSPCB) did not help. The angry
villagers finally approached
Chief Minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda and environment
minister Kiran Chaudhary
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Chrome in
Gurgaon
groundwater

ON THURSDAY, HSPCB chair-
man Dr A H. Chahal and his
team collected samples of
water from the factory and also
from borewells in the village.

HSPCB officials confirmed
borewells pumping out dark
yellow groundwater in houses
near the factory have chrome
metal content.

“Chrome poisoning can lead
to toxicity. Continued con-
sumption of toxic water could
iead to stomach ulcers leading
to bleeding,” said Dr Ominder
Singh, head, department of
critical care, Maxhealthcare.

R K. Arora, general manag-
er of Munjal Showa, said con-
{aminated water was being dis-
charged from dyeing and elec-
troplating units in the village.

“Our factory has installed
an effluent treatment plant.
Some of the villagers are com-
plaining because of vested
interests,” Arora said.

Sahraul headman Naresh
Yadav insisted the contamina-
tion was because of discharge
from the factory

“Residents have been buy-
ing water for Rs 600. When they
were drinking the groundwa-
ter, many suffered jaundice
and stomach ailments. About
10 borewells have been ren-
dered useless,” he said. “Even
last vear, we had to stop thefac-
tory from tossing discharges
in a vacant plot nearby.”

Primary investigation into
the case suggests the ground-
water contains chrome not
colour, said Chand Saini, the
Gurgaon chief of HSPCB. ”

skahujal3@gmail.com
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