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SALAAM ‘SL

The slum-dwelling child stars Of" :_ X i -

Shobha John | e

‘he fantasy looks set to
continue for 10-year-
old Azharuddin Is-
mail and nine-year-
old Rubina Ali, the
child stars of Slumdog. There

grimy daily lives,
So it was with the 28 street
children in Mira Nair’s Salaaom

astreet-children’s charity. Today,
the film's lead protagonist,
Shafiq Syed, is an auto-rickshaw
driver in Mumbai. His wife (also
from the streets) and four chil-
dren live in Chennai. Babu, an-
other actor, heads a catering unit
in Mumbai, while Sharfu lives
in Patna, adds Stafford.

Shafiq's remuneration was
put in a fixed deposit, but didn't
last long. This illiterate actor
was forced to struggle even af-
ter he received a fee of Rs 30,000.
He may be the best example of
a deprived child actor who
makes it hig all too briefly Shafig
is reported to have been asked
later, “Why should you work, you
won a National Award?"

Dr Samir Parikh, consultant
psychiatrist, Max Healthcare,
says therein lies the tragedy.
“When the have-nots see what
the haves have, the feeling of dis-
crimination increases. It may
end in them breaking rules.”

Master Raju, well-known
child star who debuted in 1969,
wonders if the Slumdog children
can ever fit into ordinary cine-
ma roles, “This role was tailor-
made for them. They would need

to have an easier life than before the film. But it
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Sai Kumar in ‘Bommalata’' (2007) for which he got a National Award

shafiq Syed (left), lead actor of ‘Salaam Bombay" (1988)

to be groomed properly for the
future,” he says.

Preeti Mukherjee may be a
case in point. The Kolkata girl
was 16 when she, along with oth-
er children, was part of the 2005
Oscar-winning documentary
Born Into Brothels. Her brush
with stardom didn't change her
life. Like her mother, she's a

prostitute in Sonagachi, Asia’s
largest red-light district. The di-
rectors kept their word of lift-
ing these children out of their
poverty. But Preeti couldn't
break free of her past.

Today, she’s 20 and says the
Oscar moment seems like a fairy
tale. “When the award was an-
nounced, my head was swim-

wasn't so easy for other underaged one—hzt wonders

Preeti Mukherjee who acted in
‘Born Into Brothels' (2005)

mins thadearminglyplanae.
many cameras flashing...,"
:bzmllxd!hutahodnmtm-

12-year-old son of a Secunder-
abad barber, won a national
award for best child actor in 2007
for a film about a boy who wants
to go to school. Bommalata (A
Bellyful of Dreams) producer
Rana Daggubati remembers,
“We had auditioned nearly 300
children. The minute Kumar
walked in, we knew our
search was over. There was
something in his eyes,”
Daggubati helped Ku-
mar join a proper school.
Director K Prakash paid
his fees directly to his
school and assured the ea-
ger student he would pay
for his college too. But Ku-
mar, now in Class IX, had to

STARRY EYES: Rubina of ‘Slumdog’
has the world at her feet now

E the family income
by -his father in hissmall
salon. “He how to shave,”
explains T Dasarath, his father.
It's just as well Kumar is aca-

Parvez, a child artiste coor-
dinator in Garibnagar, where
these children live, says, ‘‘Peo-
ple have become greedy here.
But it’s not easy to get them
work. At the most, I can get them
work as junior artistes for which
a child can earn Rs 100 daily."”

Perhaps it is Azharuddin’s
father who best explains the tra-
vails of being a newly-famous
child star from a slum: “We are
where we have been in the past.”

(With inputs from Bharati
Dubey in Mumbai; Jhimli
Mukherjee Pandey in Kolkata
and Sushil Rao in Hyderabad)
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