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Moving ahead on healthcare

Thestateof Uttar Pradeshwillbe
the first to have opened its public
healthcare service infrastruc-
tureatthedistrictleveltothe pri-
vate sector Reports say that
Apollo Hospitals, Fortis Heath-

care, Max Healthcare and Rock-
land have been shortlisted by the
state government for manage-
ment, upgrade, operation and
maintenance of public health
service facilities. This would be
for four district hospitals, eight
community health centres, 23
primary health centres and 210
sub-centres.

The Indian healthcare sector
isexpectedtogrowto$82.5billion
by this calendar year,accounting
for4.5% of the GDP. However, the
country is way behind some oth-
er developing nations in terms of

keyhealthcareindicators.Forin-
stance, India’s disease burden is
37% higher than that of Brazil's
and86% higherthan China’s. But
Indians continue to distrust gov-
ernment facilities, as they feel
these are not up to the mark in
quality and care. One statistic
says 68% of Indians do not use
public facilities for this reason,
while 47% are denied access to
them, since they are located far
away from where they live, The
move to privatise such facilities
will help improve their credibili-
ty in a big way but it will still not

completely solve the issue of ac-
cesstosuchfacilities.

There could also be an argu-
ment that private treatment can
be costlier than public. It has
been challenging for many pri-
vate healthcare firms to keep di-
agnosis and treatment at a level
affordable to the common man
and this is where the issue of
health insurance comes in. It is
estimated that as much as 70% of
India’shealthcareexpenditureis
takenoutof pocket.

Privatisationof healthcarefa-
cilities is one thing but it is also

importanttoensurethe patient’s
ability to pay for quality service.
Schemestargeted atthe poorand
weaker sections, like the Rajiv
Aarogyasri Health Insurance
Scheme in Andhra Pradesh or
the Chiranjeevi Project in Gu-
jarat are welcome. Equally im-
portant is the need for insurance
firmstocreateawarenessandde-
velop innovative schemes aimed
at the rural masses, so that they
can afford to pay for quality
healthservice.

mg.arun@expressindia.com



